A study on the necessity for a formal legal framework on embryonic stem cell research in Malaysia / Norsyazwani Suidan ...[et al.] by Suidan, Norsyazwani et al.
A STUDY ON THE NECESSITY FOR A FORMAL LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK ON EMBRYONIC STEM CELL RESEARCH IN 
MALAYSIA 
By 
Norsyazwani Bt Suidan (2008565101) 
Noor Adlina Safina Bt Safuan (2008380185) 
Rosmasafrina Bt Mohamad (2008380089) 
Siti Noratiqah Bt Meor Mohd Nazir (2008393811) 
Submitted in Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the Bachelor in Legal 
Studies (Hons) 
University Technology MARA 
Faculty of Law 
April 2011 
The students confirm that the work submitted is their own and that appropriate 
credit has been given where reference has been made to the work of others. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
We owe a great many thanks to many people who had helped and supported 
us during the writing of this project paper. 
First and foremost, we would like to express our deepest gratitude to Assoc. 
Prof. Habibah Binti Omar for her guidance and consultation during our 
research on The Necessity for a Formal Legal Framework on Embryonic 
Stem Cell Research in Malaysia. She has been a great pillar of support to our 
research and academic assistance for the achievement of the research 
objectives. 
It is also an honour for us to thank to Mrs. Sivameenambigai D/O Veeriah for 
research support and cooperation in assisting our completion of the research 
work. We also would like to extend our gratitude to Dr. Nuraisyah Chua Binti 
Abdullah for her supports and the basic guidelines in preparing our proposal 
for the project paper last semester. 
Last but not least, a bundle of thank you to our families and friends for being 
very supportive from the beginning until the completion of this research. This 
project paper would not have been possible without their love, help and 
encouragement. 
n 
ABSTRACT 
Stem cell research, especially on embryonic stem cell research has always 
raised issues not only on its ethicality in performing the research, but also on 
the technique used and the usage of the abstracted cell. Apart from that, the 
question on the usage of embryonic stem cell has arisen in relation to the 
religious perspectives and the spectrum of morality throughout our country. 
The other controversial issues are the status of human embryonic stem cell 
that has been used in the research and its rights in order to live without being 
aborted for the sake of the research. In Malaysia, there is a regulation that 
regulates human rights, namely Malaysian Federal Constitution. However, 
questions always arise whether this regulation covers the right of embryos 
and foetus that will be used in the embryonic stem cell research. In response 
to this problem, we propose to carry out a study on the necessity of a formal 
legal framework on embryonic stem cell research in Malaysia. The objectives 
of this study are to identify the policies and guidelines' and the current 
problem surrounding the stem cell research in Malaysia. Besides that, this 
study is also done, to propose any recommendations in order to improve the 
stem cell research in our country so that it will beneficial to those who wish to 
know the legal status of embryonic stem cell research. 
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